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 The Diabetes and Metabolic Associated Diseases Research Group (DIAMET, www.diamet.org) 
by Dr. Sonia Fernandez-Veledo (Biochemist) and Dr. Joan Vendrell (endocrinologist), is a 
multidisciplinary and dynamic translational research group focused on the study of metabolic 
derangements associated to obesity such as diabetes and NAFLD. DIAMET belongs to the Pere Virgili 
Institute (IISPV) and Joan XXIII University Hospital from Tarragona, and is integrated in a nationwide net 
for the study of diabetes, CIBERDEM, that was initiated in 2008 by the Instituto de Salud Carlos III from 
Spain. Likewise, the group is recognised as a consolidated group by the Agència de Gestió d’Ajuts 
Universitaris i de Recerca (AGAUR) from the Generalitat de Catalunya since 2009, housed in the Rovira 
i Virgili University. 

- Are you looking for a great place to combine basic biology and medical need? We are looking for a 
motivated PhD student to join our team! A fully funded PhD position under the supervision of Dra. Sonia 
Fernández-Veledo is available at the DIAMET group. The candidate will be integrated into the project of 
the call "Proyectos de Generación de Conocimiento 2021 Modalidad: Investigación Orientada Tipo B" 
entitled “SUCCINATE/SUCNR1 AXIS IN LIVER. FROM THE PHYSIOLOGY TO NAFLD PROGRESSION: BASIC 
AND CLINICAL APPROACH. SUC-LIVE (PID2021-122480OB-I00)" led by Dra. Sonia Fernández-Veledo 

- Why is this important? Succinate/SUCNR1 axis emerges as a novel regulator of glucose homeostasis 
linking gut microbiota to host metabolism, whose dysregulation may be one of the underlying 
mechanisms of non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD), an emerging non-communicable health 
epidemic that affects between 25% and 30% of the population of Western countries. 

- What is your work going to be about?  If you are the selected candidate, you will have the opportunity 
to gain valuable experience and work with conditional knockout mice and other in vivo models, and also 
with different types of cell cultures. In addition, you will acquire strong knowledge and experience in 
different techniques applied to biochemistry, and molecular and cellular biology.  

 
The selected candidate will apply for “Contratación predoctoral para la formación de personal 
investigador” in autumn 2022, and their incorporation will be conditioned to the positive resolution of 
the call. 

REQUIREMENTS OF THE IDEAL CANDIDATE: 

• Master’s degree in biological sciences, chemistry, biochemistry or medicine. 

• Candidate should have a background in medicine or life sciences. Besides academic record, it 
will be well considered other features such as bioinformatics, statistics, as well as a strong 
motivation to pursue a scientific career, an analytical mind, dedication, team spirit and 
excellent English skills. 

• Only those candidates with an academic record of more than 2 will be valued 

If you are interested, send your curriculum vitae, university certificates, academic record and two 
letters of recommendation (if it is possible) to; 

recruitment@iispv.cat 
e-mail subject: candidate for FPI-DIAMET 
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